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The Office of State Relations
IU’s Office of State Relations serves as the primary liaison between
Indiana University and the legislative and executive branches of 
Indiana government, including:

• Indiana General Assembly
• Office of the Governor
• Office of the Secretary of Education
• Indiana Commission for Higher Education (ICHE)
• State Budget Agency 
• The State Relations team also works closely with other 

universities and higher education groups in Indiana



Indiana Balance of Power

Indiana State House
70 R • 30 D

Indiana State Senate
40 R • 10 D

Governor/Lt. Gov, Attorney 
General, Secretary of State, 

State Treasurer, State 
Comptroller (formerly Auditor) 

all Republican
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2026 Short Session
Overview

• Session began on Nov. 18, 2025 with Organization Day

• The Senate and House met Dec. 1-12, 2025 to consider
mid-cycle Congressional redistricting & other matters

• The Senate and House reconvened Jan. 5, 2026

• Session must adjourn Sine Die by March 15, 2026
(Anticipated Sine Die Feb. 27, 2026)



Indiana Legislative Process



2026 Session Stats

742
Introduced bills

(452 House/290 Senate)
Passed First Chamber
(116 House/112 Senate)

First Half Passage rate
(26% House/39% Senate)

228 31%



High Priority Bills
HB 1099: Foreign adversaries
• Prohibits state educational institutions (SEIs) from admitting or enrolling 

students who are “agents of a foreign adversary” in a qualifying program 
offered by the SEI without a “foreign influence and research security 
review.”

• Requires an approved postsecondary educational institution to provide to 
CHE the number of foreign students currently enrolled in a qualifying 
program and the number of foreign students enrolled in a qualifying 
program for each academic year for the preceding 10 years. 

• Passed House 72-23; Referred to Senate Homeland Security and 
Transportation



High Priority Bills
SB 199: Various education matters
• Requires CHE, not later than December 1, 2026, to evaluate accrediting 

agencies of state educational institutions and to report the commission's 
findings and recommendations to the general assembly.

• Requires state educational institutions to obtain approval from the Indiana 
Commission for Higher Education to continue degree programs with low 
enrollment or those classified as “low-earning outcome programs” per the 
Higher Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1087d).

• Passed Senate 46-2; Scheduled for House Education Mon. Feb. 9



High Priority Bills
SB 204: Various education matters
• Repeals reporting requirements related to duplicative or outdated reports.

• Changes certain amounts concerning construction, land purchases, and 
repair and rehabilitation by an institution to $3,000,000.

• Provides that a state educational institution that has been denied
approval to continue a degree program may:

(1) permit students to enroll in the degree program until June 1
of the year following the denial; and
(2) provide students enrolled in the degree program with the opportunity
to finish their degree prior to the degree program's closure. 

• Passed Senate 33-12; Heard in House Education and held for 
amendments 



Bills Impacting Education
HB 1278: Nursing matters
• SEI’s that offer graduate degrees must evaluate whether certain 

mental/behavioral health graduate programs can be completed in 1 year
or 5 years (if the program is combined with a baccalaureate degree).

• Relevant SEI’s must offer at least one such accelerated or combined 
program by July 1, 2028.

• Relevant SEI’s must report findings to CHE by November 1, 2028. 
Separately, SEI’s must also provide specific prescribed information to
CHE by November 1, 2032 and CHE must post the reports online.

• Passed Senate Health & Provider Services 10-2



Bills Impacting Education
Other notable bills

• SB 88: Requires a state educational institution (SEI) to accept the Classic 
Learning Test (CLT) examination to the same extent the SEI accepts the ACT 
or SAT examination with respect to admission criteria.

• Passed Senate 39-9 and referred to House Education

• SB 161: Provides that the IN Dept. of Workforce Development must 
maintain alignment with federal rules governing workforce Pell grants.

• Passed Senate 42-2 and referred to House Education



2026 CHE Studies
• Dual Credit Teacher Credentialing Taskforce

CHE Guidance Document to be produced

• Dual Credit & AP Funding Study (HEA 1001-2025) 
Due Dec. 1, 2026 to General Assembly

• Facility Utilization Study (HEA 1001-2025) 
Due July 1 annually to Leg. Council & Budget Comm.

• **Accreditation Study (SB 199)
**Due Dec. 1, 2026 to General Assembly



Q & A



Contact
Zach Smith Howard

Director, State Relations
zshoward@iu.edu

General Questions
Gov@iu.edu



Subscribe to the University Relations Report!

Subscribe at vpur.iu.edu
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